Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Uzbekistan: World Watch List #25
Despite being a secular state, Uzbekistan can be an enormously challenging place for its small pocket of Christians to express and share their faith. Converts from Islam can face strong opposition from their family and community, particularly those living in rural regions where Islamic and clan identity is strong.
House arrest of Christian women is particularly common, severely hindering freedom to express their faith and meet with others.
Church leaders can face fines, arrest, physical abuse and denial of exit visas.
In the workplace, Christians can be denied promotion and even fired. Many believers feel forced to keep their faith secret.
Leaving Islam can be seen as a betrayal of family and community.
Uzbekistan is also ruled by an authoritarian government that heavily monitors the population, especially religious groups.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 9th August 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in 
Loch Duich Primary School 
and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.	Psalm 95:1-3
NOTICES

· Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our Communion service today. Our 12 noon service today will include the Lord’s Supper, the reading will be from Philippians 4:2-9, Sermon – ‘Peace among you, peace within you’. At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Genesis 12:10-13:4, Sermon – ‘Abram’s first stumble’. The audio from our services is recorded and is accessible on our website.
· Praise:
Scottish Psalter 100(1st):1-5 (page 362) – All people that on earth do dwell
Hymn – All I once held dear
Sing Psalms 146:1-10 (page 191) – Praise the Lord, my soul! O praise him!
Hymn – O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
· Sunday School: The Sunday School are taking a break for the School Holidays. There will be crèche for the very little ones.
· Next week: The minister is on annual leave next week. The services on the 16th will be taken by Finlay and Arran Macdonald.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting as usual this Wednesday at 7.30pm at Jon and Megan's home. The Dornie Bible study will recommence on Wednesday 19th . Speak to Ken if you are interested in coming
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Thanks: The session would like to once again say thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make Holiday Club and Youth Activity Week a success. We couldn’t do these things without our amazing volunteers and helpers. Please continue to pray for gospel fruit to take hold in the lives of these kids and young people.
· Psalms and Sausages: The next Psalms and Sausages will be on the 15th August at the manse from 4pm. All are welcome to come and enjoy some singing and share in food together. (Hopefully the rain stays away!)
· Gift Aid: If you're a UK tax payer and are not already signed up to the Gift Aid scheme, please consider doing so. There is a simple form available in the church. It costs you nothing extra, but we can claim an extra 25% of any gift aided donation from the government, so every £10 given becomes £12.50. To give you an idea of how that adds up, we received £2384 from donations given between January and March this year. Please do remember to review your gift aid status if you stop paying tax.



· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
Charleston: Pray for the P1-P7’s who came along to the Impact Youth Club, that they would grow in their understanding of the Bible and come to know and follow Christ. Pray that we would continue to build meaningful relationships within our area, and that God would strengthen the congregation. Pray for opportunities to share the gospel clearly and for people to come to faith in Christ.

Portree: Pray for our Jungle Adventure Holiday Club taking place on the 11-13th of August, that God would bless the three mornings and bring many children along. Pray for the leaders and helpers as they prepare, that they would have energy and wisdom in all their preparations. Most of all, pray that in all of the fun and activities, the children would come to understand who Jesus is and recognise Him as the true King. Please pray that God would continue to use the congregation as a faithful and visible witness in our community, and that God would open opportunities to share the gospel with those who do not yet know Him.
· 
Free Church Youth Camps: Give thanks to God for the 12 camps held across five locations this summer, which saw hundreds of young people hearing the gospel and growing in their knowledge of Christ. Pray that God would continue to use this ministry to draw young people to Christ. Please pray for Caitlin, the new Camps Co-Ordinator, as she settles into her new role and do pray for ongoing preparations for the Big Free Rally in October.
· 
Matt and Maria, Greece: Pray for wisdom and guidance as we consider the ministry opportunities at the large Polytechnic campus, which is much bigger and closer to us than we had previously realised. Pray that God would show us how best to engage with the many students there and open doors for meaningful relationships and gospel ministry
· 
· 

Pray for ongoing wisdom and support for those we know and are working with in our ministries, and have been praying for, that their faith would continue to grow, they would remain steadfast in the Lord, and that God would sustain and strengthen them in the challenges they face.
· 
· 
· Women for Mission Conference – Saturday 12th September
When Strivings Cease: Learning to pause in a world of unrest. The WfM Conference will be held at Smithton Free Church on Saturday 12th September, 9:30am-3:30pm. Our main speakers on the topic of rest are Cathy Steed and Mairi Smith. Throughout the day, we'll hear from our main speakers as well as a Q&A, lunch and craft stalls and a bookstall hosted by Christian Focus Publishing. 
Alongside the bookstall, we're facilitating a number of craft stalls to sell goods at the event. In previous years, these have included handcrafted decorations, cards, artwork, knitwear and jams - we'd love to have a variety of things on offer. contact@womenformission.org.
· 
· 
· 

· 
· 
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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