Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Maldives: World Watch List #19
To be Maldivian is to be Muslim – and that makes converting to Christianity extremely dangerous. New believers must practise their faith in absolute secrecy. The Maldives is a conservative and tightly-knit country, and neighbours and even shopkeepers could report on any signs of deviation.
Women who decide to become Christians could face forced marriage, domestic violence, divorce or loss of child custody if their new faith is discovered.
Men who become Christians risk harassment, threats and assault.
The children of new believers who have been discovered experience bullying and stigma at school.
Many converts choose to flee abroad, if they have the means to do so.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 28th June 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment


For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:5-6

NOTICES

· Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Romans 6:1-14, Sermon – ‘Dead to Sin, Alive to God’. At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 14:1-7, Sermon – ‘The Fool Says’. The audio from our services is recorded and is accessible on our website.
· Praise:
Scottish Psalter 100 (1st):1-5 (page 362) – All people that on earth do dwell
Hymn – Before the throne of God above
Sing Psalms 134(b):1-3 (page 175) – All you servants of the Lord, praise the Lord!
Sing Psalms 23:1-6 (page 28) – The Lord is my shepherd; no want shall I know
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Baptism: The Kirk Session is delighted to welcome you to the baptism of Kayleigh, Jennifer and Aaron (JJ) Judge today, 28th June. As well as the admission of Aaron into membership. We invite you to join them in celebrating this blessed occasion as we remember the salvation of Christ and that in him there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting as usual this Wednesday at 7.30pm at Jon and Megan's home. 
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club for all those going in to P1 - S1 this summer will be 27th-31st July. Bookings are now open for this at this link.   https://coolscotland.org.uk/gkhbc2026/ 
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities?
· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 


· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
· 
Bon Accord: Join us in giving thanks to God for Donald Smith's valuable ministry among us over the past 3 years. Pray for Donald, Mairi and their two little boys as they move into a new phase of life and ministry in September. Pray for the Garioch Launch Team, and the Traynor family in particular, as they continue in the work of planting over the summer. Pray for Joe Tough as he moves into a Minister-in-Training role and begins studying at ETS in September.
Turkey: Two years ago the Timothy Project in Turkey launched a regular magazine for Christian writers. This has allowed some to have their work published for the very first time. Give thanks for the enthusiasm there has been for the magazine, and ask God to bless the writers and to use the material to help many grow in their faith. Give thanks for the life of a foreign Christian who spent most of his career teaching English in Istanbul. His funeral and memorial service were attended by a large number of his former students, many of whom spoke about the impact he had on them. Pray that the Lord would use this man's faithful witness to draw them to Himself.
Free Church Youth Camps: Please pray for Kincraig Kids 1 which heads off to camp today. Please pray for travelling mercies for all campers and leaders, and that each camper would settle in well and build many new friendships. Pray that the gospel would take roots in their hearts, and pray for the leaders as they share and witness throughout the week.
Matt and Maria, Greece: Please pray for E, who Maria has shared with a lot, as she has been facing some setbacks in her life. Pray that we can offer some meaningful help during this time, spiritually and practically, and that she would know God’s presence throughout.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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