Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Mali: World Watch List #15
Some parts of Mali are unliveable for Christians because of rampant extremist activity. Christians endure violence, kidnappings and churches burnt to the ground. The violence ‘score’ from the World Watch List research is among the highest in the world. Rural areas are especially dangerous for Christians as Islamist extremist groups operate predominantly in these regions. This leaves communities defenceless against attack. 
Christian men face death threats and violent attack from militants, and some are forcibly recruited into their ranks. Married converts can be pressured to divorce their wives, and others can face discrimination in employment.
Converts from Islam experience rejection from their families and communities, as well as pressure to renounce their faith.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 31st May 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment



Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.	 Romans 8:1-2


NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Philippians 2:1-11, Sermon – ‘Be like Christ – Part 1’. At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 11:1-7, Sermon – ‘In The Lord I Take Refuge’. The audio from our services is recorded and is accessible on our website.
· Praise:
Sing Psalms 67:1-7 (page 84) – God be merciful and bless us
Hymn – All I once held dear
Sing Psalms 105:1-11 (page 138) – Give thanks to the Lord God …….
Hymn – My Jesus, My Saviour
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Communion: We will be celebrating the sacrament of Communion on the 7th June during the Inverinate service. If anybody would like to become a member of the congregation please speak the minister or one of the elders today. 
· Retiring Collection: Retiring collection for Tearfund to aid with the Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Alternatively you can donate online on the link provided below. 
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/donate
Please do be praying for the Lord to bring Healing, Hope and Protection across the affected area. 
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club for all those going in to P1 - S1 this summer will be 27th-31st July. Bookings are now open for this at the link below. 
https://coolscotland.org.uk/gkhbc2026/ 
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting as usual this Wednesday at 7.30pm at Jon and Megan's home. We will be continuing our Apostles Creed study.
· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities?



· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 
· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
· 
Ayr and Kilwinning: Pray for the Hope Corner taking place in the church today which is open to all. that many would come along and enjoy time in fellowship together. Please keep praying about our need for a minister.
Dumisani: Pray that local pastors or laity in addition to enrolled Dumisani students of the Eastern Cape will also take the opportunity to attend the Winter School at Dumisani in June. Pray for Dumisani Theological Institute's Winter School from June 1st to 12th. Andre Kruger will be teaching Psalms and Wisdom Books and Wilbert Chipenyu will be teaching an overview of the New Testament. Pray for these two leaders and all the students who attend this special intensive time of teaching. Pray with thanksgiving on for the official handing-over of the new male student house for Dumisani Theological Institute, SA. This marks a long process of reaching this stage and many are to be commended for their perseverance in the search.
Dornoch: Please pray for God’s help and guiding as we seek to reach our community with the Gospel. Pray that God would be at work by His Holy Spirit, drawing many to him. Please pray that believers in the church would be bold in sharing their faith. From the 13th to 17th July we will be hosting our Space Mission Holiday Club. This is an opportunity for children in P1-P7 to learn more about Jesus through games, songs, crafts and stories. Please do pray that many children would come along and hear the good news of the gospel, and do pray that many from the community would come along.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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