Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
India: World Watch List #12
How are Christians persecuted in India?
Religious nationalists believe that being Hindu is an important part of being Indian, and to them Indian Christians are seen as outsiders at best. Those who leave Hinduism to follow Jesus can be seen as traitors. Christians can face violent attacks and the destruction of their homes and churches. Christians can also face discrimination, such as being denied medical care.
Why are Christians persecuted in India?
Hindu extremists believe that all Indians ought to be Hindu – and any faith outside of Hinduism is not welcome in India. They aim to cleanse the nation of Islam and Christianity. Those who leave Hinduism (or another faith) to follow Jesus can be seen as betraying their family or their community.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 10th May 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment


Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,  1 Peter 1:3-4
NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Philippians 1:12-18, Sermon – ‘Primacy of Gospel’. At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 9:12-20, Sermon – ‘Have Mercy’. The audio from our services is recorded and is accessible on our website.
· Praise:
Hymn – Be still, for the presence of the Lord
Sing Psalms 103:1-11 (page 135) – Praise God, my soul! With all my heart
Sing Psalms 61:1-8 (page 78) – O hear my urgent cry, my God
Hymn – When I Survey the Wonderous cross
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Congregational Meeting: Ther will be a Congregational Meeting following this service to discuss the formal offer received from the Glenelg Mountain Rescue. The Kirk Session and Finance Committee are seeking the approval of the congregation for the sale of the Glenelg Free Church site.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting as usual this Wednesday at 7.30pm at Jon and Megan's home. We will be continuing our Apostles Creed study.
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club for all those going in to P1 - S1 this summer will be 27th-31st July. Bookings are now open for this at the link below. 
https://coolscotland.org.uk/gkhbc2026/ 
· Plant Sale and Afternoon Tea: On Saturday 16th May from 2.00-4.00pm in Glenelg Hall. In aid of the Holiday Bible Club and Youth Activity Week. Please come along and bring all your friends to stock up on your summer plants.
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Psalms & Sausages: The next Psalms & Sausages is scheduled for the afternoon of 23rd May at the manse. All are welcome to come and join us. 
· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities? 




· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 
· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
· Hope Church Coatbridge: We have been vacant since November 2024. We have had excellent supply but are very conscious of the need for our own minister and pray that the Lord would provide a man of His choosing for us. It is tough being an Interim Moderator, with extra work and travel. Pray please for ours, the Rev. Tom Penman, minister at Cumbernauld, that he would know God's blessing and encouragement in all that he does. Please pray that all those associated with the congregation would seek to honour God in all aspects of their lives. We provide each week a toddler group and a community cafe. We ask for prayer that these events would be a means of introducing our neighbours to the Lord Jesus Christ. Once a month a few of our members engage in street evangelism in Coatbridge town centre. Please pray that those contacted would respond to the Gospel literature and invitations to worship given out.
· Matt and Maria, Greece: Please pray that we would be able to have many Jesus centered conversations with the other parents we are meeting locally in playgrounds and making contacts with, and for fruit to come from that. Please remember our students from the language schools and for sincere spiritual embracing of the gospel.
Board of Ministry: Please pray for the Free Church MiTs, both those who are finishing their training this year and those continuing their studies next session. We pray that those who are seeking a call will be settled quickly into their new setting.

image2.png
&

FREE CHURCH

GLENELG &
INVERINATE

'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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