Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Iran: World Watch List #10
How are Christians persecuted in Iran?
Most people in Iran are Muslims, and it is illegal for a Muslim to leave Islam. Those who decide to leave Islam to follow Jesus can face severe persecution.
Christians from Muslim backgrounds must meet together secretly, in house churches.
However, house churches are commonly raided, often followed by arrests, interrogations, pressure to inform on other believers and long-term imprisonments, typically under charges of breaching ‘national security’.
The conditions in prison are dire and bail sums can be extortionately high, financially paralysing families.

Each year, thousands of converts flee Iran to escape persecution.
A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 26th April 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment



Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Psalm 90:1-2

NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Philippians 1:1-11, Sermon – ‘Prayer of Joy’. At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 9:1-20, Sermon – ‘I Will Give Thanks’. The audio from our services is recorded and is accessible on our website. 
· Praise:
Sing Psalms 95:1-7 (page 126) – O come, let us joyfully sing to the Lord
Hymn – Crown him with many crowns
Sing Psalms 63:1-8 (page 80) – O God, you are my God alone
Hymn – My heart is filled with thankfulness
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Congregational Meeting: Intimation is given of a Congregational Meeting, to be held following the 12 noon service on Sunday 10th May. Following a formal offer from the Glenelg Mountain Rescue, the Kirk Session and Finance Committee are seeking the approval of the congregation for the sale of the Glenelg Free Church site.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting as usual this Wednesday at 7.30pm at Jon and  Megan's home. We will be looking at chapter 7 of our Apostles Creed study.
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club will be 27th-31st July. Booking will open soon and as places will be limited, we advise booking early to avoid disappointment. Thanks!
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Psalms & Sausages: The next Psalms & Sausages is scheduled for the afternoon of 23rd May at the manse. All are welcome to come and join us. 
· Prayer meeting: The next joint prayer meeting is on 6th May at 7:30pm at the Chocolates of Glenshiel Cafe. This will be in place of our usual home groups. All are invited to come. 
· Annual Leave: The Minister will be on annual leave from the 27th April - 3rd May. George Barnie from Smithton will take both services on the 3rd May. If anyone is available to host George, his wife Elizabeth and their driver Norman for lunch please let the minister know asap.




· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities? 
· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 
· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
Asian Outreach: Please pray for a group of young people at a local university as they seek to reach Muslims with love and with the good news of Jesus the Messiah.
Sashko, Poland: Give thanks for the completion of Calvin’s Institutes in Polish after 490 years of waiting, and finally in readers’ hands. Please pray for the soldiers that one of our church members visits near the frontline that the Word of God and the presence of a chaplain would bring real comfort in genuinely dark circumstances.
Badenoch: Please pray for Badenoch Free Church, that God would strengthen the congregation as they serve and witness to the people in the local community. Please pray that through everyday relationships with those in the congregation, many would come to hear and respond to the good news of Jesus Christ.
Free Church Offices: Please pray that the Lord would provide the right person to join the finance team as a finance officer / accountant. Please pray that this role would be of blessing to the wider denomination as the finance team seeks to manage Church finances well.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'




