Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Libya: World Watch List #9
How are Christians persecuted in Libya?
Converts from Islam face extreme pressure from their family and community to renounce their faith. Extremist Islamist groups target Christians for kidnap and even murder. Believers are monitored on the internet and increasingly so since the arrest of several Libyan Christians in March 2023. In April 2025, ten Libyan Christians and a Pakistani Christian were given prison sentences between three and 15 years for alleged ‘blasphemy’ – that is, leaving Islam for Christianity.
Women are accorded a lower status in Libyan culture. Some Christian women may be killed to ‘redeem’ the ‘honour’ of their family if their faith is discovered. The penal code reduces sentences for so-called ‘honour’ crimes, making life for Christian women even harder.
A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 19th April 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment


I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all the Lord has done for us— yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and many kindnesses.  Isaiah 63:7

NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Philippians 1:1-11, Sermon – ‘Servants of Christ Jesus’.
The audio from our service is recorded and is accessible on our website. 
· Praise:
Sing Psalms 108:1-7 (page 146) – O Lord God, my heart is steadfast
Hymn – I stand amazed in the presence
Sing Psalms 144:1-10 (page 188) – All praise be given to the Lord
Hymn – From heaven you came, helpless babe
· Sunday School: There will be no Sunday School as it is the easter Holidays, but there will be a creche for the very little ones.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be continuing our study on Luke’s Gospel – Jesus Words. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible Study: Our Glenelg Study Group are taking a break for this week, but will return to our study on the Apostle’s Creed on Wednesday 22nd Apil.
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club will be 27th-31st July. Booking will open soon and as places will be limited, we advise booking early to avoid disappointment. Thanks!
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Blythswood Shop, Broadford: Are looking for someone with a heart for people and a passion for making a difference to join our team. This role offers the opportunity to actively support and promote Blythswood’s Christian ethos – through practical service, prayerful presence, and local outreach – while managing the day-to-day operations of our much-loved charity shop. This is a part-time post, working 18 hours over three days, between a Tuesday and a Saturday.  Applications must be submitted on the Blythswood application form which you can find their website. Closing date: Saturday 25th April 2026
· Bank account: After many months of trying, the church finally has a new bank account which will allow us to use online banking. Everyone who is currently giving by standing order should have been notified by email and asked to change their standing order details to the new account. If you are considering starting to give by standing order then please use the account details below. 
The new account details are as follows - 
Glenelg Inverinate Free Church
Acc. No. 00218787 
Sort code 83 24 09  




· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities? 
· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 
· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries:
Greenock: Please pray that in the congregation’s vacancy, the Lord would graciously strengthen the congregation in unity, perseverance, and spiritual growth. Please pray that the Lord would open up opportunities to witness to the local community and that the congregation would be equipped with boldness and wisdom as they seek to share the gospel.
Gilmerton: Please pray that, as a growing church plant, we would be deeply rooted in the gospel and that we would proclaim it in a way that connects well with our friends and neighbours. Please pray that we would secure a base for mission near the new growing community, and that ​God would continue to give us a strong missional emphasis as we seek to grow as a worshipping community
WfM: Give thanks for the work of WfM and the resourcing of mission work they undertake. Please pray for the Annual Get Together which will take place on Saturday 16th May at 2pm at Crow Road Free Church, Glasgow. Pray that as reports and updates are given, that God would be glorified in all the work that has taken place over the last year.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'




