

Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
Eritea: World Watch List #5
The Eritrean government gives legal status to only four religious groups, excluding most Evangelical and Pentecostal denominations. There is zero tolerance for unregistered churches: those caught worshipping illegally can face brutal punishment and indefinite imprisonment in terrible conditions.
There is intense surveillance of people suspected of belonging to unregistered churches, creating an atmosphere of fear and uncertainty for believers.
The Eritrean Orthodox Church and Islamic groups treat those who convert from its ranks harshly, subjecting Christians to social rejection and exclusion.
Society is highly militarised and many are conscripted into indefinite service. Those caught worshipping whilst serving are punished severely.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 22nd March 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment



Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David.          Luke 1:68-69

NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Matthew 7:24-29, Sermon – ‘Wise or Foolish?’. 
At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 7:1-17, Sermon – ‘I take refuge in you’.
The audio from our service is recorded and is accessible on our website. 
· Praise:
Scottish Psalter 100 (1st):1-5 (page 362) – All people that on earth do dwell
Hymn – Before the throne of God above 
Sing Psalms 2:6-12 (page 2) – The Lord has made it known to them
Hymn – In Christ Alone
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Sunday 29th March: Rev James Blackwell will lead us in worship at the 12.00 noon Service in Inverinate Hall and Rev Roddie Rankin will lead the 6.00pm service in Glenelg.
· Easter Services - Please put the dates for the following services over the Easter period in your diaries.:
Good Friday Service (3rd April) at 7.30pm in Inverinate Hall 
Easter Sunday (5th April)
Easter Morning Service at 9.00am on top of Mam Ratagan 
Easter Sunday Service at 12 Noon in Inverinate Hall followed by our congregational lunch
Easter Joint communion Service at 6.00pm in Kyleakin Hall
· Easter Bible Study - We are continuing our Congregational Bible Study for Easter this year. The study we have chosen is 'The Wondrous Cross' by Wil and Lorraine Triggs. It is a daily devotional study, running until Easter Sunday (5th April) and we would really encourage everyone to take part. 
· Marriage: We praise the Lord God for the marriage of Benjamin and Anna Logan yesterday.  May The Lord bless them and keep them; the Lord make his face to shine upon them and be gracious to them; the Lord lift up his countenance upon them and give them peace.
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will be looking at ‘The Wonderous Cross’ Easter study. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. 
· Bible study: There will be no Wednesday Bible study this week, to allow folks to head to Kyle and attend the meeting held by the International Mission to the Jewish People. 
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club will be 27th-31st July. Booking will open soon and as places will be limited, we advise booking early to avoid disappointment. Thanks!


· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.
· Festival of Psalms – Saturday 28th March: The Free North Church in Inverness will host a Festival of Psalms on Saturday 28th March from 2.30pm – 3.45pm. This special occasion will bring people together for an afternoon of heartfelt congregational praise and reflection, exploring Christ in the Psalms – the Songs of Jesus. All welcome. 
· International Mission to the Jewish People visit: Feri and Bògi Kozma will be visiting Kyle Free Church on Wednesday 25th March at 7:30pm (tbc) for a presentation of IMJP’s work, plus a short scripture message. We are all invited to attend and it would be great if we had a good turn out.
· Bank account: After many months of trying, the church finally has a new bank account which will allow us to use online banking. Unfortunately, the bank is not able to make use of a switching service. So, all who give to the church via standing order will need to switch to the new account manually. We will be sending out the new account details shortly. Thanks for your patience and understanding. 
· Serving the church family: We are looking to widen our pool of people serving in the church and to that end, we would like to ask, if you are not currently serving as part of a church team, you would consider taking on any of the following serving opportunities? 
· Praise and Music Co-ordinator - This role would include organising who precents which praise for each Sunday service and also encouraging and facilitating the introduction of musical accompaniment for our praise singing. 
· Livestreaming the Services - Someone with the technical savvy to set up a live link for our Sunday services in Inverinate and Glenelg. 
· Hall Set Up - This would entail arriving at Inverinate Hall about 10.45am on Sunday morning to set out the chairs, tables and projector & screen for the 12 noon service. 
· Welcoming - We have a fantastic team of welcomers, but there is always room for more people to join and serve as the friendly face of our church at the door. 
· PowerPoint Operator - To take on the progression of the PowerPoint slides during the 12 noon service.
· If you can offer your service to the church in any of the above roles, please add your name to the sign up sheet on the table at the door. With the exception of the Praise and Music Co-ordinator, ideally we would have several people for each role and there would be a rota system, so it would not have to be the same people each week.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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