

Open Doors: World Watch List 2026
The World Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Explore the country profiles to find information, stories and prayers for each of the countries, along with ways to pray and stand with your persecuted church family.
More than 380 million Christians face persecution and discrimination because they love Jesus. Where faith looks impossible, God is doing the impossible. The church continues to grow.
North Korea: World Watch List#1
North Korean Christians must keep their faith an absolute secret – Christians often won’t even tell their partners or children about their faith for fear of discovery. Meeting with other Christians is almost impossible, as there is always someone watching. North Korea has a network of secret police, but even your neighbours could report you for suspicious behaviour. Owning a Bible is also considered a serious crime, and those who have one keep it hidden.
If a North Korean Christian is discovered, they could be killed instantly. If they are not killed, a Christian will be arrested and imprisoned. Thousands of Christians are being held in North Korea’s horrific labour camps where they are forced to carry out hard labour. Many die in these camps.
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A link to the World Watch Map can be found below or scan the QR code
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 22nd February 2026
Service at 12.00 noon in Inverinate Hall and
6.00pm in Glenelg Church of Scotland

We warmly welcome you to this service of worship and would love you to join us for tea, coffee and refreshment



 I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.     Psalm 27:13-14

NOTICES

• 	Today’s Services:  We are delighted to have Rev James Blackwell leading our 12 noon worship from Matthew 6:16-24, Sermon – ‘The Treasures of the Kingdom’. 
At our Glenelg 6.00pm service this evening we will look at Psalm 3:1-8, Sermon – ‘Lord how many are my foes’.
The audio from our service is recorded and is accessible on our website. 
· Praise:
Hymn – The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want 
Sing Psalms 119(19):145-152 (page 166) – I call with all my heart;
Sing Psalms 20:1-9 (page 24) – May the Lord answer you when you cry ………
Hymn – All I once held dear
· Sunday School: Sunday School will run as usual today during our service. There is also a creche for the very little ones.
· Sunday 1st March: Rev James Blackwell will lead us in worship at the 12.00 noon Service in Inverinate Hall and the 6.00pm service in Glenelg.
· Easter Bible Study - We are holding another Congregational Bible Study for Easter this year. The study we have chosen is 'The Wondrous Cross' by Wil and Lorraine Triggs. It is a daily devotional study, running from Ash Wednesday (18th February) to Easter Sunday (5th April) and we would really encourage everyone to take part. Copies of the study guide are available at the door, please do take a copy and join in. 
· World Day of Prayer - The World Day of Prayer service will be held in Glenelg Church of Scotland at 2.00pm on Friday 6th March. For further details please contact Jean MacRae. 
· Online Studies: The Men's Study Group will continue their study on Luke’s Gospel. Our Ladies Study Group will continue their study called ‘Love Death and Resurrection’ from the Scottish Bible Society. It's always a great time to join up. So, if you are interested in joining either group please speak to Moira, Barbara or Colin.
· Holiday Club: Dates for this year’s holiday club will be 27th-31st July. Booking will open soon and as places will be limited, we advise booking early to avoid disappointment. Thanks!
· 'Psalms and Sausages – The next Psalms and Sausages shall take place at the manse on 28th February from 2.00pm. All are welcome.
· Wednesday Bible Studies:  Our Glenelg Study Group are meeting at 7.30pm this Wednesday beginning our study on “The Wondrous Cross' by Wil and Lorraine Triggs.
· Church Prayer Meeting: Please remember that our Church Prayer Meeting is now held every Sunday at 11.15am before the Sunday Service. So please do come along and join us in prayer to our Heavenly Father.



· Engage 2026: At our National Day of Prayer in November we were delighted to announce Engage 2026. With over 10,000 people in our denomination if each of us prayed for 10 people then over 100,000 lives would be committed to prayer every day. Engage 2026 supports our vision of healthy gospel churches and contributes to the development of a long-term culture of mission, grounded in prayer. We hope to shape habits of prayer and expectation that sustain faithful gospel witness.
We will provide resources like physical and digital bookmarks to write down the ten names, sharing stories of encouragement and answered prayer along with accounts of how God is working. Our prayer is that under God and for his glory, Engage 2026 will see a raising of the evangelistic temperature of our church. As we commit to regular, intentional prayer, we trust that God will provide opportunities for witness and that we will be better equipped to respond to them with grace and courage.
· Praying for One Another: Please add the following points to your prayer diaries: 
Buccleuch: We have a growing number of students in our congregation. Please pray we can disciple and mentor them well so that Christians grow in love for Jesus and for his church, and that non-Christians would believe in the Lord Jesus and be saved. We begin a new 'Monday Club' at the end of February aimed at bringing the good news of Jesus to children and families in our local community. Please join us in praying that children growing up in Edinburgh and in Scotland will have the opportunity to learn the truth about God and his good news, and that Buccleuch can be a beacon of light and truth in our part of the city.
Tearfund: Please pray for protection for Tearfund staff, partners and churches working in areas of conflict. Pray that they would be kept safe and shielded from harm. Pray for wisdom for church leaders and facilitators engaged in places of conflict. May they be respected voices within their communities and catalysts for change. Pray for the transformation of hearts and minds in communities experiencing conflict globally. May the church show the love of Christ to promote peace and unity and bring about a lasting change.
Crossbridge Bearsden: Give thanks for new families who have joined the church plant since we launched in April of last year. Please pray for our church to be rooted in the gospel of grace, sacrificial in love for one another, and passionate about reaching out to the community of Bearsden-Milngavie.
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'To be a growing church family, welcoming all to worship and serve Jesus'
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